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Analysis of the Environmental Situation

• 37.6 million people
• 155,960 square miles
• 6.2 million students
• 10,366 schools
• 1,028 school districts

California is home to:



Analysis of the Environmental Situation

California’s Dairy Industry – By the Numbers

• #1 agricultural commodity in state
• #1 Producer of milk in the U.S. -

20% of all milk produced in U.S. is 
from California

• $9.4 billion value in 2014
• 42.3 billion pounds of milk 

produced each year
• 1.78 million cows



Analysis of the Environmental Situation

The people behind the products

• 1375 dairy families
• Approximately 

420,000 work in 
agriculture in state –
1% of the population



Analysis and Definition of the Problem

Lack of connection between students and the source 
of their food – “food literacy”



Analysis and Definition of the Problem

Misperceptions regarding dairy farm practices



Analysis and Definition of Opportunity

Mobile Dairy Classroom – original 
“Farm to School” program

• Share with students a “hands-on”, 
authentic learning experience

• Establish agriculture connection 
between dairy and its source

• Demonstrate dairy farmers’ stewardship
• Influence students and adults (parents, 

teachers) to correct misperceptions 
about dairy production



Campaign Objectives

Through the live assembly, students learn:

• The anatomy of a dairy cow
• How milk goes from a cow 
to their school/home
• The agricultural technology 
used on dairy farms
• The many different foods 
made from milk



Strategies and Their Rationale



Strategies and Their Rationale

•Lower elementary grades:
Vocabulary
Life cycles
Anatomy concepts

•Upper elementary grades:
Vocabulary
Ruminant digestive system
Lactation
Agriculture technology and milk 
processing





Implementation

School 
assembly

Fairs, Ag Days

Series of videos for 
remote locations



Implementation

• HealthyEating.org 
website

 Extension 
activities

 Coloring sheet
 Math problems
 Crossword 
puzzles
 Writing exercises



Results

# schools 
visited

# students # farm/fair
Days

# students

2013-2014 739 414,006 55 57,080

2014-2015 755 420,785 61 52,290

2015-2016 709 396,681 67 65,735

TOTAL 2203 1,231,472 183 175,405

GRAND TOTAL: 1,406,877 
$2.19/student



In the past year, media coverage of Mobile Dairy Classroom has 
generated 53,515,729 impressions



Results
I just wanted to say thank you for 
such a great assembly! Many of my 
teachers …shared that they loved 
the content of the assembly. 
Teachers are a tough crowd to 
please at times and they felt you 
did an outstanding job!

Our students learned a 
great deal this morning 
thanks to you! I was 
personally impressed with 
how thorough your lesson 
was. Thanks to you! 

Not only is your program informing, interesting, and 
purposeful, you as the presenter were captivating and 
in total control of your audience. Each student left with 
a smile – and a soft spot for Snickers and Tootsie. The 
children still refer to them as they drink their milk at 
lunch! Thank you for the time and energy you and your 
program put forth in making sure our students are well 
informed and connected to our world of agriculture.



Results

Industry Response is Positive



Thank you!


